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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE MONTH(S) FROM THE MAILING DATE 

OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, such period shall, by default, expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of the communication, even if timely, may reduce any earned patent 
term adjustment See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 



□ Responsive to communication® filed on ____ 

□ This action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1; 463 O.G. 213. 
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Application Papers requirement 
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□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
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□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
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in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)) 
^Certified copies not received: : 
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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S. C. § 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or 
on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the 
date of application for patent in the United States. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. § 103(a) which 

forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 

Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not 
identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that 
the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the 
time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which 
the invention was made. 

Claims 1-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
anticipated by or, in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
obvious over either Funken et al . or Hemmi et al . Funken et al . 
and Hemmi et al . both disclose methods for generating singlet 
oxygen by reacting a polymer- immobilized photosensitizer with 
oxygen in the presence of visible light which is absorbed by the 
photosensitizer. (See column 1, lines 5-61 and column 6, line 8 
to column 10, line 8 of Funken et al . ; and column 2, line 15 to 
column 12, line 5 of Hemmi et al . ) The photosensitizers 
disclosed by Funken et al . and Hemmi et al . appear to be 
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identical to those recited in applicant's claims. In any event, 
it would be prima facie obvious to employ the photosensitizers as 
recited in claims 1-22 as the photosensitizers in the process of 
either Funken et al . or Hemmi et al . , since such photosensitizers 
are clearly suggested at the aforementioned passages of Funken et 
al . and Hemmi et al . 

Claims 1-22 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. § 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point 
out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. The recitation of "selected from 
. . ."is improper Markush terminology. The phrase --the group 
consisting of-- should be inserted after "from" to avoid this 
rejection. In claim 13, "small" is a relative term and therefore 
indefinite . 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Wayne A. 
Langel whose telephone number is (703) 308-0248. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8 A.M. to 
3:30 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Stanley Silverman, can 
be reached on (703) 308-3837. The fax phone number for this 
Group is (703) 305-7718. 
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this application or proceeding should be directed to the G: 
receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-2351. 
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